MUSSOLINI  AND  FASCISM

emasculated 'idea-mongers3 who were capable of sacri-
ficing this unique chance of realizing Italian nationalist
ideals, for the sake of their dogmas.

In October, at the socialist congress at Bologna, he
delivered a violent speech, calling for intervention. In
order to shut his mouth, the socialist pontiffs deprived
him of the editorship of the newspaper AvantL In this
way, they thought that, being robbed of his platform,
he would be less dangerous. To this move, Mussolini
replied by founding a new paper entitled symbolically
the Popolo f Italia with the sub-title, 'Socialist Daily3.

This act of open rebellion entailed his definite removal
from the party. On the previous occasion, he had pre-
sented his defence before a tumultuously enthusiastic
assembly. Now, when he appeared in the tribune, he was
greeted with shouts of 'Down with Mussolini P He re-
tained his calm and, having explained his reasons and
his hopes, he concluded pathetically CI declare to you
that, from this time forth, to all hypocrites and all cow-
ards, I shall show no quarter, no pity. If you think you
are going to exclude me from public life, you are mis-
taken. You will find me confronting you, a living and
implacable antagonist.*

That same night, he wrote in his diary * The Mussolini
case is not finished. It has just begun9.

On his banishment from the party, that is to say during
the final weeks of 1914, Mussolini founded the organiza-
tion of Fascists. By January, 1915, he had gathered round
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